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 Background 
 
Education 
 
1973-77  University of Chicago, Ph.D. 
1972-73  University of Chicago, M.A. (Medieval History) 
1968-72  Carleton College, B.A. (History) (Phi Beta Kappa) 
 
Employment 
 
1991-    Professor of History, Clemson University 

    1995-96 Acting Chair 
    2001-2015  Chair 

1984-91  Associate Professor of History, Clemson University 
1981-84  Assistant Professor of History, Clemson University 
1977-81  Assistant Professor of History and Humanities, 

    Reed College 
 
 
 
 Publications 
 
Books 
 
Emancipation in Late Medieval Florence (New Brunswick: Rutgers 

University Press, 1982) 
 
Law, Family, and Women: Toward a Legal Anthropology of Renaissance 

Italy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991; paperback, 
1994) 

 
Illegitimacy in Renaissance Florence (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan 

Press, 2002) 
 
Heirs, Kin, and Creditors: Repudiation of Inheritance in Renaissance 

Florence (New York and Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 
2008) 

 
Books Edited 
 



Richard Golden and Thomas Kuehn, eds, Western Societies, 2 vols. (New 
York: St. Martins' Press, 1993) 

Anne Jacobson Schutte, Thomas Kuehn, and Silvana Seidel Menchi, eds, 
Time, Space, and Women's Lives in Early Modern Europe (Kirksville: 
Truman State University Press, 2001) 

 
John A. Marino and Thomas Kuehn, eds, A Renaissance of Conflicts: 

Visions and Revisions of Law and Society in Italy and Spain 
(Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 2004) 

 
 
Chapters in Books 
 
"Inheritance: Western European," Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. 

Joseph Strayer, vol. 6 (New York: Scribner's, 1985), 454-61 
 
"Law Schools," Dictionary of the Middle Ages, ed. Joseph Strayer,  vol. 

7 (New York: Scribner's, 1986), 512-17 
 
"Il diritto e l'uso del diritto nelle famiglie fiorentine nel 

Rinascimento," in Palazzo Strozzi: Meta Millenio, 1489-1989, Atti 
del Convegno di Studi, Firenze, 3-6 luglio 1989 (Rome: Istituto 
della Enciclopedia Italiana, 1991), 108-25 

 
"Antropologia giuridica dello stato," in Origini dello stato: Processi 

di formazione statale in Italia fra medioevo ed età moderna, ed. 
Giorgio Chittolini, Anthony Molho, Pierangelo Schiera, 
Pubblicazioni dell'Istituto storico italo-germanico in Trento 
(Bologna: Il Mulino, 1994), 367-80 

 
"Person and Gender in Law," in Gender and Society in Renaissance Italy, 

ed. Judith Brown and Robert C. Davis (New York: Longmans, 1998), 
87-106 

 
"Consilia as Juristic Literature in Private Law," in Legal Consulting 

in the Civil Law Tradition, ed. Mario Ascheri, Ingrid Baumgärtner, 
and Julius Kirshner, Studies in Comparative Legal History (The 
Robbins Collection: Berkeley, 1999), 229-53 

 
"Figlie, madri, mogli e vedove: Donne come persone giuridiche," in 

Tempi e spazi di vita femminile nella prima età moderna, ed. 
Silvana Seidel Menchi, Anne Jacobson Schutte, and Thomas Kuehn 
(Bologna: Il Mulino, 1999), 431-460 

 
Kathryn Reyerson and Thomas Kuehn, "Women and Law in France and Italy," 

in Women in Medieval Western European Culture, ed. Linda E. 
Mitchell (New York and London: Garland, 1999), 131-41 

 
"'Nemo Mortalis Cognitus Vivit in Evo': Moral and Legal Conflicts in a 

Florentine Inheritance Case of 1442," in The Moral World of the 
Law, ed. Peter Coss (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 
113-33 



 
"Memoria and Family in Law," Art, Memory, and Family in Early 

Renaissance Florence, ed. Giovanni Ciapelli and Patricia Lee Rubin 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), 262-74 
 

"Law," in Encyclopedia of the Renaissance, ed. Paul Grendler (New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 2000) 

 
"Daughters, Mothers, Wives, and Widows: Women as Legal Persons," in 

Time and Space in Women's Lives in Early Modern Europe, ed. Anne 
Jacobsen Schutte, Thomas Kuehn, and Silvana Seidel Menchi 
(Kirksville: Truman State University Press, 2001), 97-115 

 
"Household and Family in Ius Commune and Ius Proprium," in The 

Household in Late Medieval Cities: Italy and Northwestern Europe 
Compared, ed. Myriam Carlier and Tim Soens (Leuven: Garant, 2001), 
37-50 

 
"Inheritance and Identity in Early Renaissance Florence: The Estate of 

Paliano di Falco," in Society and Individual in Renaissance 
Florence, ed. William J. Connell (Berkeley: University of 
California Press, 2002), 137-54 

 
"Fama as Legal Status in Renaissance Florence," in Fama: The Politics 

of Talk and Reputation in Medieval Europe, ed. Thelma Fenster and 
Daniel Lord Smail (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2003), 27-46 

 
"Literature Meets Law: A Consilium of Antonio Strozzi for Lodovico 

Ariosto," in A Renaissance of Conflicts: Visions and Revisions of 
Law and Society in Italy and Spain, ed. John A. Marino and Thomas 
Kuehn (Toronto: Centre for Reformation and Renaissance Studies, 
2004), 279-96 

 
"Leon Battista Alberti come illegittimo fiorentino," in La vita e il 

mondo di Leon Battista Alberti, Atti dei Convegni internazionali 
del Comitato Nazionale vi centenario della nascita di Leon 
Battista Alberti, 2 vols. (Florence: Olschki, 2008), 1: 147-71 

 
"Illegitimacy" (750 words), "Inheritance" (1250 words), "Legal Agency" 

(750 words), "Remarriage" (750 words), and "Roman Law" (750 
words), in Women and Gender in Medieval Europe: An Encyclopedia, 
ed. Margaret C. Schaus (New York: Routledge, 2006) 

 
"Social Capital and Legal Capital in Vendetta: A Fifteenth-Century 

Florentine Feud in and out of Court," in Sociability and Its 
Discontents: Civil Society, Social Capital, and Their Alternatives 
in Early Modern Europe, ed. Nicholas Eckstein, Mark Jurdjevic, and 
Nicholas Terpstra (Brussels: Brepols, 2009), 51-72 

 
"Contracting Marriage in Renaissance Florence," in To Have and To Hold: 

Marrying and Its Documentation in Western Christendom, 400-1600, 
ed. Philip L. Reynolds and John Witte, Jr. (Cambridge and New 



York: Cambridge University Press, 2007), 390-420 
 
"Disinheriting Mother: Statutory Law, Wills, and the Cases of Two 

Widows in Early Renaissance Florence," Ritratti: La dimensione 
individuale nella storia (secoli xv-xx), ed. Silvana Seidel Menchi 
and Robert A. Pierce (Rome: Edizioni di Storia e Letteratura, 
2009), 75-97 

 
"Conflict Resolution and Legal Systems," in A Companion to the Medieval 

World, ed. Carol Lansing and Edward D. English (Malden and Oxford: 
Wiley-Blackwell, 2009), 335-53 

 
"Minding the 'Fine Print': Lawyers, Legal Obligations, and Politics in 

Savonarolan Florence," in From Florence to the Mediterranean and 
Beyond: Essays in Honour of Anthony Molho, ed. Diogo Ramada Curto, 
Eric R. Dursteler, Julius Kirshner, and Francesca Trivellato, 2 
vols. (Florence: Olschki, 2009), 1: 63-82 

 
"Legislating and Evading: Florentine Laws and Practices Regarding 

Repudiation of Inheritance," in Famiglie e poteri in Italia tra 
Medioevo ed età moderna, ed. Anna Bellavitis and Isabelle Chabot 
(Rome: École Française de Rome, 2009), 329-46 

 
"Lawyers and Housecraft in Renaissance Florence: Politics of Private 

Consilia," in The Politics of Law in Late Medieval and Renaissance 
Florence: Essays in Honour of Lauro Martines, ed. Lawrin Armstrong 
and Julius Kirshner (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2011), 
124-40 

 
"Dos Non Teneat Locum Legittime: Dowry as a Woman's Inheritance in 

Early Quattrocento Florence," in Law and Marriage in Medieval and 
Early Modern Times, ed. Pers Andersen and Helle Vogt (Copenhagen: 
DJØF Publishing, 2012), 231-48 

 
"Law," in Oxford Bibliographies in Renaissance and Reformation, ed. 

Margaret King (New York: Oxford University Press, 2013) 
www.oxfordbibliographies.com 

 
"Protecting Dowries in Law in Renaissance Florence," in Renaissance 

Studies in Memory of Bill Kent, ed. Peter Howard and Cecilia 
Hewlett (Turnhout: Brepols, 2014) 

 
"Bartolus=s Definition of Family: An Aspect of Juridical Thought at 

Petrarch=s Time," in Petrarca e il Diritto, ed. Francesco Piovan 
(Rome: Antenore, in press) 

 
"Gender and Law in Milan," in A Companion to Late Medieval and Early 

Modern Milan, ed. Andrea Gamberini (Leiden: Brill, 2015), 406-31 
 
"Intestate Inheritance as a Family Matter: Ius Commune, Statutes, and 

Cases from Florence," in How Nordic Was Nordic Law?-Ten Years 



After, ed. Per Andersen, Kirsi Salonen, Helle I.M. Sigh, and Helle 
Vogt (Copenhagen: DJOF, 2014), 59-80 

 
 
Journal Articles 
 
"Honor and Conflict in a Fifteenth-Century Florentine Family," Ricerche 

storiche 10 (1980): 287-310 
 
"Women, Marriage, and Patria Potestas in Late Medieval Florence,"  

Tijdschrift voor Rechtsgeschiedenis 49 (1981): 127-47 
 
"Multorum Fraudibus Occurrere: Legislation and Jurisprudential 

Interpretation Concerning Fraud and Liability in Quattrocento 
Florence," Studi senesi 93 (1981): 309-50 

 
"Cum Consensu Mundualdi: Legal Guardianship of Women in Quattrocento 

Florence," Viator 13 (1982): 309-33 
 
"Conflicting Conceptions of Property in Quattrocento Florence: A 

Dispute over Ownership in 1425-26," Quaderni fiorentini per la 
storia del pensiero giuridico moderno 14 (1985): 303-73 

 
"'As If Conceived within a Legitimate Marriage': A Dispute Concerning 

Legitimation in Quattrocento Florence," American Journal of Legal 
History 29 (1985): 275-300 

 
"Reading between the Patrilines: Leon Battista Alberti's Della Famiglia 

in Light of His Illegitimacy," I Tatti Studies: Essays in the 
Renaissance 1 (1985): 161-87 

 
"Some Ambiguities of Female Inheritance Ideology in the Renaissance," 

Continuity and Change 2 (1987): 11-36 
 
"Law and Arbitration in Renaissance Florence," Renaissance and 

Reformation n.s. 11 (1987): 289-319 
 
"Law, Death, and Heirs: Repudiation of Inheritance in Renaissance 

Florence," Renaissance Quarterly 45 (1992): 484-516 
 
"Social Processes and Legal Processes in the Renaissance: A Florentine 

Case from 1452," Quaderni fiorentini per la storia del pensiero 
giuridico moderno 23 (1994): 365-96 

 
"Vicissitudini di un patrimonio fiorentino del xv secolo," Quaderni 

storici 88 (April 1995): 43-61 
 
"Nella città dei figli di nessuno," Storia e Dossier 10, n. 98 (October 

1995): 42-48 
 



"Understanding Gender Inequality in Renaissance Florence: Personhood 
and Gifts of Maternal Inheritance by Women," Journal of Women's 
History 8 (1996): 58-80 

 
"A Late Medieval Conflict of Laws: Inheritance by Illegitimates in Ius 

Commune and Ius Proprium," Law and History Review 15 (1997): 343-
73 

 
"L'Adoption à Florence à la fin du Moyen Âge," Médiévales 35 (1998): 

69-81 
 
"Conceptions (Ambiguities) of Property in Early Renaissance Florence," 

Quaderni fiorentini per la storia del pensiero giuridico moderno 
30 (2001): 585-609 

 
"Riflessioni su famiglia, donne e diritto nella Firenze 

quattrocentesca: ambiguità di un Consilium," Genesis 1 (2002): 49-
70 

 
"Family Solidarity in Exile and in Law: Alberti Lawsuits of the Early 

Quattrocento," Speculum 78 (2003): 421-39 
 
"The Renaissance Consilium as Justice," Renaissance Quarterly 59 

(2006): 1058-88 
 
"Family, Inheritance, and Illegitimacy: A Case from Early Quattrocento 

Florence," Viator 37 (2006): 417-32 
 
"Fideicommissum and Family: The Orsini di Bracciano," Viator 39, no. 2 

(2008): 323-42 
 
"Debt and Bankruptcy in Florence: Statutes and Cases," Quaderni storici 

137 (Aug. 2011): 355-90 
 
 
Review Articles 
 
"Reading Microhistory: The Example of Giovanni and Lusanna,"  Journal 

of Modern History 61 (1989): 512-34 
 
"Marriage in the Archives," Sixteenth Century Journal 39 (2008): 731-36 
 
Review of Charles Donahue Jr., Law, Marriage, and Society in the Later 

Middle Ages: Arguments about Marriage in Five Courts and James A. 
Brundage, The Medieval Origins of the Legal Profession: Canonists, 
Civilians, and Courts, American Historical Review 114 (2009): 
1017-20 

 
 
Book Reviews 
 



Review of Richard Tilden Rapp, Industry and Economic Decline in 
Seventeenth-Century Venice, American Historical Review 83 (1978): 
476-77 

 
Review of Denys Hay, The Church in Italy in the Fifteenth Century, 

Journal of Modern History 50 (1978): 759-60 
 
Review of Frank McArdle, Altopascio: A Study in Tuscan Rural Society, 

1587-1784, American Historical Review 84 (1979): 488 
 
Review of Dale Kent, The Rise of the Medici: Faction in Florence, 

1426-1434, American Historical Review 84 (1979): 1087-88 
 
Review of Umberto Mazzone, "El buon governo": Un progetto di riforma 

generale nella Firenze savonaroliana, American Historical Review 
85 (1980): 423 

 
Review of Guido Ruggiero, Violence in Early Renaissance Venice, Journal 

of Modern History 54 (1982): 133-35 
 
Review of Edward Muir, Civic Ritual in Renaissance Venice, Journal of 

Modern History 55 (1983): 148-49 
 
Review of Charles M. de la Roncière, Prix et salaires à Florence au 

xive siècle, American Historical Review 89 (1984): 418 
 
Review of Jean Claude Wacquet, De la corruption: Morale et pouvoir à 

Florence aux xviie et xviiie siècles, American Historical Review 
90 (1985): 724-25 

 
Review of John Bossy ed., Disputes and Settlements, Journal of Modern 

History 58 (1986): 274-76 
 
Review of Andrea Romano, "Legum doctores" e cultura giuridica nella 

Sicilia aragonese: Tendenze, opere, ruoli, Speculum 61 (1986): 
199-202 

 
Review of Steven Epstein, Wills and Wealth in Medieval Genoa, 

1150-1250, Speculum 61 (1986): 143-45 
 
Review of Roberto Zago, I Nicolotti: Storia di una comunità dei 

pescatori a Venezia nell'età moderna, and Marco Pozza, I Badoer: 
Una famiglia veneziana dal x al xiii secolo, American Historical 
Review 91 (1986): 379-80 

 
Review of David Herlihy and Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, Tuscans and 

Their Families, and Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, Women, Family, and 
Ritual in Renaissance Italy, Journal of Modern History  58 (1986): 
956-59 

 
Review of Guido Ruggiero, The Boundaries of Eros: Sex Crime and 

Sexuality in Renaissance Venice, Speculum 62 (1987): 182-85 



 
Review of David Herlihy, Medieval Households, Catholic Historical 

Review 73 (1987): 265-66 
 
Review of Pierre Hurtubise, Une famille témoine: Les Salviati, American 

Historical Review 92 (1987): 451-52 
 
Review of Mario Montorzi, Fides in rem publicam: Ambiguità e techniche 

del diritto comune, Journal of Modern History 60 (1988): 781-83 
 
Review of Paolo Grossi ed., Storia sociale e dimensione giuridica: 

Strumenti d'indagine e ipotesi di lavoro, Journal of Modern 
History 61(1989): 145-47 

 
Review of Joseph Canning, The Political Thought of Baldus de Ubaldis, 

Renaissance Quarterly 41 (1988): 470-73 
 
Review of Paolo Giovio: Il Rinascimento e la memoria, American 

Historical Review 94 (1989): 802-3 
 
Review of Renata Ago, Un feudo esemplare: Immobilismo padronale e 

astuzia contadina nel Lazio del '700, American Historical Review 
95 (1990): 862 

 
Review of Andrea Zorzi, L'amministrazione della giustizia penale della 

repubblica fiorentina: Aspetti e problemi, Speculum 65 (1990): 
243-44 

 
Review of Samuel Kline Cohn, Jr., Death and Property in Siena, 

1205-1800: Strategies for the Afterlife, Journal of Modern History 
62 (1990): 624-26 

 
Review of Giorgio Tamba, ed., La società dei notai di Bologna, Speculum 

66 (1991): 244-45 
 
Review of Carol Lansing, The Florentine Magnates: Lineage and Faction 

in a Medieval Commune, Speculum 68 (1993): 828-30 
 
Review of John Brackett, Criminal Justice and Crime in Late Renaissance 

Florence, 1557-1609, American Historical Review 97 (1992): 1560-61 
 
Review of Guido Ruggiero, Binding Passions: Tales of Magic, Marriage, 

and Power at the End of the Renaissance, Journal of the History of 
Sexuality 5 (1994): 145-47 

 
Review of Carol Bresnahan Menning, Charity and State in Late 

Renaissance Italy: The Monte di Pietà of Florence, Società e 
Storia 67 (1995): 190-92 

 
Review of Thomas V. and Elizabeth S. Cohen, Words and Deeds in 

Renaissance Rome: Trials Before the Papal Magistrates, Catholic 
Historical Review 80 (1994): 810-11 



 
Review of Gian Carlo Garfagnini, ed., Lorenzo il Magnifico e il suo 

tempo, Sixteenth Century Journal 25 (1994): 478-79 
 
Review of Richard Trexler, Dependency in Context, Speculum 70 (1995): 

686-90 
 
Review of Trevor Dean and K. J. P. Lowe, eds., Crime, Society, and the 

Law in Renaissance Italy, Sixteenth Century Journal 26 (1995): 
395-96 

 
Review of Laura Ikins Stern, The Criminal Law System of Medieval and 

Renaissance Florence, and Edward Muir and Guido Ruggiero, eds., 
History from Crime, Sixteenth Century Journal 26 (1995): 678-80 

 
Review of Horst Heintze et al., eds., Lorenzo der Prächtige und die 

Kultur in Florenz des 15. Jahrhunderts, Sixteenth Century Journal 
28 (1997): 1359-60 

 
Review of Lauro Martines, An Italian Renaissance Sextet: Six Tales in 

Historical Context, Journal of Modern History 70 (1998): 203-4 
 
Review of Dennis Romano, Housecraft and Statecraft in Renaissance 

Venice, 1400-1600, Journal of Modern History 71 (1999): 225-27 
 
Review of Giovanna Benadusi, A Provincial Elite in Early Modern 

Tuscany: Family and Power in the Creation of the State, Sixteenth 
Century Journal 29 (1998): 187-89 

 
Review of Michael Sheehan, Marriage, Family, and Law in Medieval 

Europe, Law and History Review 16 (1998): 596-99 
 
Review of Michael Rocke, Forbidden Friendships: Homosexuality and Male 

Culture in Renaissance Florence, men and masculinities 1 (1998): 
108-10 

 
Review of James Grubb, Provincial Families of the Renaissance, American 

Historical Review 103 (1998): 1641-42 
 
Review of Marco Bellabarba, La giustizia ai confini: Il principato 

vescovile di Trento agli inizi dell'età moderna, Speculum 74 
(1999): 119-20 

 
Review of Trevor Dean and K. J. P. Lowe, Marriage in Italy, 1300-1650, 

The Historian 62 (2000): 445-47 
 
Review of Rudolph Bell, How to Do It: Guides to Good Living for 

Renaissance Italians, Journal of Modern History 72 (2000): 820-22 
 
Review of John Martin and Dennis Romano, eds, Venice Reconsidered, 

Journal of Interdisciplinary History 33 (2002): 117-19 
 



Review of Monica Chojnacka, Working Women of Early Modern Venice, 
American Historical Review 107 (2002): 652-53 

 
Review of Steven Epstein, Speaking of Slavery, Renaissance Quarterly 55 

(2002): 300-301 
 
Review of James Hankins, ed., Renaissance Civic Humanism, Sixteenth 

Century Journal 32 (2001): 816-18 
 
Review of Diego Quaglioni and Silvana Seidel Menchi, eds, Coniugi 

nemici: La separazione in Italia dal xii al xviii secolo, 
Sixteenth Century Journal 32 (2002): 867-68 

 
Review of Lauro Martines, Strong Words: Writing and Social Strain in 

the Italian Renaissance, Journal of Modern History 75 (2003): 702-
3 

 
Review of Peter Murphy, Civic Justice: From Greek Antiquity to the 

Modern World, International Journal of the Classical Tradition 10 
(2003): 150-52 

 
Review of Douglas Biow, Doctors, Ambassadors, and Secretaries: Humanism 

and Professions in Renaissance Italy, Sixteenth Century Journal 34 
(2003): 910-11 

 
Review of Joanne M. Ferraro, Marriage Wars in Late Renaissance Venice, 

H-Italy (8 May 2003) 
 
Review of Silvana Seidel Menchi and Diego Quagliioni, eds, Matrimoni in 

dubbio: Unioni controverse e nozze clandestine in Italia dal xiv 
al xviii secolo, English Historical Review 118 (2003): 508-9 

 
Review of Marion Leathers Kuntz, The Anointment of Dionisio: Prophecy 

and Politics in Renaissance Italy, Journal of Modern History 76 
(2004): 709-10 

 
Review of Maureen Mulholland and Brian Pullan, eds, Judicial Tribunals 

in England and Europe, 1200-1700: The Trial in History, American 
Historical Review 109 (2004): 1300-1301 

 
Review of Serena Luzzi, Stranieri in città: Presenza tedesca e società 

urbana a Trento (secoli xv-xviii), Journal of Modern History 77 
(2005): 1123-25 

 
Review of Lauro Martines, April Blood: Florence and the Plot against 

the Medici, H-Italy (September 2004) 
 
Review of David Foote, Lordship, Reform, and the Development of Civil 

Society in Medieval Italy: The Bishopric of Orvieto, 1100-1250, 
Law and History Review 24 (2006): 217-19 

 



Review of George W. McClure, The Culture of Profession in Late 
Renaissance Italy, Sixteenth Century Journal (2005): 1238-40 

 
Review of Ingrid D. Rowland, The Scarith of Scornello: A Tale of 

Renaissance Forgery, Journal of Interdisciplinary History 38 
(2007): 117-19 

 
Review of Charles J. Reid, Jr., Power over the Body, Equality in the 

Family: Rights and Domestic Relations in Medieval Canon Law, 
Speculum (in press) 

 
Review of Caroline Castiglione, Patrons and Adversaries: Nobles and 

Villagers in Italian Politics, 1640-1760, American Historical 
Review 110 (2005): 1624-25 

 
Review of William J. Connell and Giles Constable, Sacrilege and 

Redemption in Renaissance Florence, Renaissance Quarterly 59 
(2006): 853-54 

 
Review of Massimo Vallerani, La giustizia pubblica medievale, Speculum 

81 (2006): 1267-68 
 
Review of Emlyn Eisenach, Husbands, Wives, and Concubines: Marriage, 

Family, and Social Order in Sixteenth-Century Verona, Catholic 
Historical Review 92 (2006): 662-64 

 
Review of Francis William Kent, Household and Lineage in Renaissance 

Florence, Sixteenth Century Journal 40 (2009): 107-10 
 
Review of Christiane Klapisch-Zuber, Retour à la cité: les magnats de 

Florence, 1340-1440, Renaissance Quarterly 60 (2007): 150-52 
 
 Review of Guido Ruggiero, Machiavelli in Love: Sex, Self and Society 

in the Italian Renaissance, Renaissance Quarterly 60 (2007): 888-
90 

 
Review of Fabrizio Ricciardelli, The Politics of Exclusion in Early 

Renaissance Florence, Renaissance Quarterly 61 (2008): 511-13 
 
Review of Trevor Dean, Crime and Justice in Late Medieval Italy, 

Speculum 83 (2008): 977-79 
 
Review of Richard Goldthwaite, The Economy of Renaissance Florence, 

Journal of Modern History 82 (2010): 718-20 
 
Review of Anna Bellavitis, Famille, genre, transmission à Venise au 

xvie siècle, Journal of Interdisciplinary History 41(2010): 143-44 
 
Review of Anthony Molho and Franek Sznura, eds, "Brighe, affanni, 

volgimenti di stato: Le ricordanze quattrocentesche di Luca di 
Matteo di messer Luca dei Firidolfi da Panzano, Renaissance 
Quarterly 64 (2011): 964-65 



 
Review of Stefano dall'Aglio, Savonarola and Savonarolism, Journal of 

Modern History 84 (2012): 502-4 
 
Review of Kenneth Pennington and Melodie Harris Eichbauer, eds, Law as 

Profession and Practice in Medieval Europe, European History 
Quarterly 43 (2013): 575-77 

 
Review of Philip Gavitt, Gender, Honor, and Charity in Late Renaissance 

Florence, Continuity and Change 28 (2013): 152-53 
 
Review of Carrie E. Benes, Urban Legends: Civic Identity and the 

Classical Past in Northern Italy, 1250-1350, The Historian 74 
(2012): 607-8 

 
Review of Marriage in Premodern Europe: Italy and Beyond ed. 

Jacqueline Murray, The Historian 75 (2013): 907-8 
 
Review of Barbara Furlotti, A Renaissance Baron and His 

Possessions: Paolo Giordano I Orsini, Duke of bracciano 
(1541-1585), Renaissance Quarterly 66 (2013): 972-73 

 
Review of Nicholas Scott Baker, The Fruit of Liberty: Political Culture 

in the Florentine Renaissance, 1480-1550, Journal of Modern 
History 87 (2015): 200-202 

 
Review of Isabelle Chabot, La dette des familles: femmes, lignage et 

patrimoine à Florence aux XIVe et XVe siècles, H-Net Italy 
at https://www.h-net.org/reviews/showpdf.php?id=41005. 

 
Review of Elizabeth W. Mellyn, Mad Tuscans and Their Families: A 

History of Mental Disorder in Early Modern Italy, Catholic 
Historical Review (in press) 

 
Review of Ann Crabb, Margherita Datini and Her World, 1360-1423, 

American Historical Review (in press) 
 
 
 
Conference Presentations 
 
Dissertation abstract, American Historical Association, Dallas, 

December 28, 1977 
 
"Women, Marriage and Patria Potestas in Late Medieval Florence," 

American Society for Legal History, Chicago, October 21, 1978 
 
"Cum Consensu Mundualdi: Legal Guardianship of Women in Quattrocento 

Florence," Legal History Seminar, Law School, University of 
Chicago, February 25, 1982 

 



Comment at session entitled "Did Women Have a Renaissance?" Pacific 
Branch, American Historical Association, Eugene, Oregon, August 
17, 1981 

 
"Female Inheritance in the Renaissance: Ambiguities of the Exclusio 

Propter Dotem," American Historical Association, New York, 
December 28, 1985 

 
"A Hypothetical Florentine Dowry Case from 1415," The Thirteenth Annual 

Sewanee Medieval Colloquium, Sewanee, Tennessee, April 11-12, 1986 
 
"Famiglia nel diritto e diritto nelle famiglie," Palazzo Strozzi: Metà 

Millennio, 1489-1989, Florence, July 4-6, 1989 
 
"Arbitration in Renaissance Florence," Sixteenth Annual Sewanee 

Medieval Colloquium, Sewanee, Tennessee, April 14-15, 1989 
 
"Arbitration in Renaissance Florence," Seventh Biennial New College 

Medieval-Renaissance Conference, Sarasota, March 8-10, 1990 
 
"Law, Death, and Heirs in the Renaissance: Repudiation of Inheritance 

in Florence," Renaissance Society of America, Toronto, April 5-7, 
1990 

 
Participant, Roundtable Discussion, "Microhistory: How Far Can We Go?" 

Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, St. Louis, October 25, 1990 
Comment at session "Law and Women in Renaissance Italy," American 

Historical Association, New York, December 28, 1990 
 
"The Bastards of Florence: Evidence from the Catasto," Eighth Biennial 

New College Conference on Medieval-Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, 
March 13, 1992 

 
"Person, Gender, and Illegitimacy in Early Modern Civil Law," Sixteenth 

Century Studies Conference, Atlanta, October 23, 1992 
 
"Family Law and the Use of Law by Families in Renaissance Florence," 

Legal History Workshop, University of Chicago, November 6, 1992 
 
"Understanding Gender Inequality in Renaissance Florence: A Case 

Study," Women's Studies Program, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, February 25, 1993 

 
Discussant, Conference on the Origins of the State in Italy, 14th-16th 

Centuries, Chicago, April 26-29, 1993 
 
"Voices and Actions in Notarial Texts," Renaissance seminar, University 

of London, England, May 13, 1993 
 
Chair and Comment at session, "The Ius Commune in Late Medieval Italian 

City-States," American Society for Legal History, Washington, DC, 
October 21, 1994 



 
"Aspects of Illegitimacy in Ius Commune in Late Medieval Italy," 

American Society for Legal History, Houston, October 20, 1995 
 
"Person and Gender in the Laws of Renaissance Italy," Vann Seminar, 

History Department, Emory University, April 28, 1996; and Gender 
and Society in Renaissance Italy, Rice University, Houston, May 4, 
1996 

 
"Memoria and Family in Law," Conference on Art, Memory, and Family in 

Early Renaissance Florence, National Gallery of Art and Courtauld 
Institute, London, June 28, 1996 

 
Comment on Early Modern Session, Conference on Moral World of the Law, 

Birmingham, England, July 12, 1996 
 
"Daughters, Mothers, Wives, and Widows: Women as Legal Persons," 

Conference on Time and Space in Women's Lives in Early Modern 
Europe, Trent, Italy, October 8-11, 1997 

 
"Adoption in Renaissance Florence," Eleventh Biennial New College 

Conference on Medieval-Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, March 12-14, 
1998 

 
"Family Solidarity in Exile and in Law: Alberti Lawsuits of the Early 

Quattrocento," Convegno internazionale: David Herlihy e la storia 
della Toscana del Tardo Medioevo e del Rinascimento, San Miniato, 
June 25, 1999 

"Household and Family in Ius Commune and Ius Proprium," The Household 
in Late Medieval Cities: Italy and Northwestern Europe Compared, 
Ghent, January 21, 2000 

 
"Conceptions (Ambiguities) of Property in Early Renaissance Florence," 

Renaissance Society of America, Florence, March 22, 2000 
 
"Fama as a Legal Status in Renaissance Florence," Fama: The Politics of 

Talk and Reputation in Late Medieval Society, Fordham University, 
September 29, 2000 

 
"Ambiguities of Family in Quattrocento Florence," Florence 

Reconsidered, University of California, Santa Barbara, November 
10, 2000 

 
"Literature Meets Law: A Consilium of Antonio Strozzi for Lodovico 

Ariosto," Renaissance Society of American, Chicago, March 29, 2001 
 
"Disinheriting Mother: Statutory Law, Wills, and Cases in Early 

Quattrocento Florence," Thirteenth Biennial New College Conference 
on Medieval-Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, March 14-16, 2002 

 



"Family, Inheritance, and Illegitimacy: A Case from Early Quattrocento 
Florence," American Historical Association, Chicago, January 5, 
2003 

 
"Leon Battista Alberti come illegittimo fiorentino," to Convegno 

internazionle "La vita e il mondo di Leon Battista Alberti," 
Genova, 20 Febbraio 2004 

 
"Legislating and Evading: Florentine Laws and Practices Regarding 

Repudiation of Inheritance," Convegno "Famiglie e Poteri in 
Città," Lucca, 9-10 June 2005 

 
"Social Capital and Legal Capital in Vendetta: A Fifteenth-Century 

Florentine Feud in and out of Court" to Robert Penn Warren Center 
for the Humanities, Vanderbilt University, March 16, 2006 

 
"Social Capital and Legal Capital in Vendetta: A Fifteenth-Century 

Florentine Feud in and out of Court", Renaissance Society of 
America annual meeting, San Francisco, March 25, 2006 

 
"Fideicommissum and Family: The Orsini di Bracciano," The Orsini: 

Conference and Exhibit, UCLA, February 2, 2007 
 
"Minding the 'Fine Print': Lawyers, Legal Obligations, and Politics in 

Savonarolan Florence," Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, 
Minneapolis, October 28, 2007 

 
"Lawyers and Housecraft in Renaissance Florence: The Politics of 

Private Law Consilia," Renaissance Society of American annual 
meeting, Chicago, April 4, 2008 

 
"Dowry and Remarriage: The Inheritance of a Thrice Married Florentine," 

Sixteenth Century Studies Conference, St. Louis, October 24, 2008 
 
ABartolus=s Definition of Family: An Aspect of Juridical Thought at 

Petrarch=s Time,@ Petrarca e il Diritto, Padua (Italy), March 10, 
2011 

 
ABartolus of Sassoferrato: Defining Family in Law@ at the annual 

meeting of the Renaissance Society of America, Montreal, March 25, 
2011 

 
"Dos Non Teneat Locum Legittime: Dowry as a Woman's Inheritance in 

Early Quattrocento Florence," Law and Marriage in Medieval and 
Early Modern Times, Copenhagen, May 4-5, 2011 

 
"Being the Heir: Gender, Kinship, and Inheritance in Early Renaissance 

Florence," Eighteenth Biennial New College Conference on Medieval-
Renaissance Studies, Sarasota, March 8-10, 2012 

 



"Protecting Dowries in Law in Renaissance Florence," Renaissance 
Society of America annual meeting, Washington, DC, March 22-24, 
2012 

 
"Intestate Inheritance as a Family Matter: Ius Commune, Statutes, and 

Cases from Florence," How Nordic Was Nordic Law II? Copenhagen, 
April 29, 3013 

 
"Intestate Inheritance and Family in Renaissance Italy," 19th Biennial 

New College Conference on Medieval and Renaissance Studies, 
Sarasota, March 8, 2014 

 
"Legal Travails of a Florentine Widow: A Case from 1491," Renaissance 

Society of American annual meeting, New York, March 29, 2014 
 
 
Professional Work in Progress 
 
Family and Gender in Renaissance Italy, 1300-1600 (book under contract 

with Cambridge University Press) 
 
Professional Recognitions and Honors 
 
1975 Renaissance Society of America Fellowship for Summer Palaeography 

Workshop in Florence 
 
1975 Research grants, Division of the Humanities and Division of  the 

Social Sciences, University of Chicago 
 
1978 National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Research Fellowship 
 
1981 Research grant, Office of University Research, Clemson University 

($1150 for research in legal history,  legitimation and legal 
procedure; and for purchase of  microfilms) 

 
1982 Provost Research Award, Clemson University ($2000 used to support 

summer research work at the Library of Congress in  legal 
historical sources) 

 
1984 Mellon Fellowship, Vatican Microfilm Library, St. Louis University 

($1040 for three weeks in July studying  microfilm copies of legal 
manuscripts and litigation  records) 

 
1985 Research grant, Office of University Research, Clemson University 

($720 for research on legitimation and  illegitimacy in 
Renaissance Florence) 

 
1989 National Endowment for the Humanities, Summer Research  Fellowship 
 
1994 Research Travel Grant ($920), College of Liberal Arts, Clemson 

University 
 



1996 American Council of Learned Societies, Travel Grant ($500) 
 
1996 Provost Research Achievement Award ($2000), Clemson University 
 
1997 American Bar Association Mini Grant ($1500 for library materials 

to support course in comparative legal history of slavery) 
 
1997 Platform for Collaboration Grant ($2050) and Teaching Initiative 

Grant ($2200), College of Architecture, Arts, and Humanities 
 
1999 Renaissance Society of America Research Grant ($2000) 
 
2003 National Endowment for the Humanities, Research Fellowship for 

College Teachers, ($40,000, August 2003 to June 2004) 
 
2015 Research Grant, Office of University Research ($3000) 

 
 
 Professional Memberships 
 
 American Historical Association 
 Society for Italian Historical Studies 
 Renaissance Society of America 
 Sixteenth Century Studies Conference 
 American Society for Legal History 


